2007 Legend

Henry Stephens, III
Henry “Tom” Stephens put Waters on the map.  The wealthy businessman, a graduate of Harvard and Heidelberg, built the world’s longest bottle fence, 100 feet long and five feet high.  The famous landmark fence was constructed primarily of beer and whisky bottles, and is said to be a tribute to hardworking lumbermen.  The fence, built in about 1915, has been featured in Ripley’s Believe It or Not and listed on the National Historic Register.  A (replica) section of it is preserved in Waters today at the Otsego Lake Township Hall.
Henry brought additional fame to Waters by hiring members of the Detroit Tigers and others of national standing to play on his baseball team, known as “champions of the north.”

In addition to being the third generation to run Stephens Lumber Company, he is credited with building the biggest horse barn in the state and operating the well-known Stephens Inn in Waters before it burned to the ground.
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