Outcomes from the two focus group sessions…

1. What is homelessness?

a. An individual living with friends/relations; not in their own home

b. People living in the shelter (not everyone housed there will be a county resident)

c. Those who choose to be

d. People with substance abuse, mental illness, a high school drop out and someone who might experience anti-social behaviors

e. Someone living in a box, under a bridge, in cars or in a tent

f. Someone who may have had a significant economic change

g. Homelessness is hidden

h. Individuals who are doubled up

i. Seasonal homelessness – those who pass through seasonally

j. Transient – more services are offered here than in surrounding communities

k. Someone experiencing cultural poverty

l. Not having a building/roof and no services such as no electricity, heat or food

m. They are “at risk” people

n. They are considered couch surfers (those who go from dwelling to dwelling sleeping on someone else’s couch)

o. Someone who lacks family support

p. Someone in unsafe and/or unhealthy housing conditions

2. Who are homeless?

a. Teens between 15 and 25 are more susceptible 

b. Not so much senior citizens

c. Teenagers out on their own (emancipated) 

d. Ex cons or recently released from jail

e. Low income individuals with limited benefits

f. Working poor or unskilled workers

g. Veterans 

h. Unemployed

i. Mentally Ill

j. Substance abusers

k. Single parents

l. Medically disabled 

m. Children living with grandparents (non-traditional circumstances)

3. Where do they live?
a. Cars

b. Shelter

c. House to house (couch surfer)

d. Low income housing

e. Poorer communities

f. Physical locations include

i. Gaylord

ii. Vanderbilt

iii. Parks

iv. Public Land

g. Glens parking lot

h. Woods

i. Storage facilities

j. Old trailers

k. Old barns

l. Abandoned properties

m. Trailer Parks

n. Basements

o. “In-laws”/friends/acquaintances 

4. Why are people homeless?

a. Don’t know how to change

b. Don’t want to change

c. Lack of family support

d. Foreclosure

e. Living paycheck to paycheck

f. No job

g. Divorce

h. Mis-management

i. Predatorily lending

j. Some are children of homeless

k. Addictions related to:

i. Drugs

ii. Alcohol

iii. Cigarettes

iv. Gambling

l. Community based on service industry/seasonal employment

m. Mental health issues/legal issues (jail)

n. Foster youth – leave at 18

o. Lack of supply of adequate housing/ “ratty slumlords”

p. Disabilities (real or imagined)

q. Low IQ

r. Under educated

s. No diploma

t. No higher education

u. No application of education

v. Dependant on the welfare system

w. Lack of self motivation

x. Housing costs too high

y. They earn a non-living wage

z. Lack of mental health services

aa. Lack of space at the shelter

ab. Situational (unforeseen) circumstances

ac. Marriage desolation/death of spouse

ad. Parental impairment

ae. Domestic abuse

af. Basic economic changes

5. How do we end homelessness in Otsego County?

a. Build more low-income units

b. Create more choices for affordable housing

c. Sweat equity

d. Educate, educate, educate

e. Attract companies that offer higher than minimum wage

f. Create better/more support services

g. Build life skills

i. For youth

ii. Budgeting

iii. Conflict resolution

iv. Earn money

v. Marriage

vi. Social skills/communities

vii. Networking/using resources

viii. Functional literacy

ix. Decision making

x. Nutrition

h. Education

i. Agency to follow up on homelessness

ii. GED

iii. University Center classes

iv. MSU Extension classes

v. Literacy program

vi. Barriers include child care and/or transportation

i. Parenting classes

j. Assist in creating effective support systems

k. Mentor-mentee programs – befriend someone

l. Identify “at risk” youth early

m. Break the myths

n. System reform

o. Matching job skills with available jobs

p. Treatment centers

q. More legislation

r. More options for lendors
s. Utilize services like a county housing authority to verify that houses are up to code

