VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT
The Master Gardener Volunteer training course consists of a minimum of 40 hours of core instruction and 40 hours of volunteer work in horticulture/gardening-related activities.  The purpose of the volunteer requirement is to extend MSU Extension’s educational programs in the areas of horticulture, gardening and small-scale food production.

These horticulture/gardening activities that count toward Master Gardener Volunteer certification must have educational value for others and by nonpaying for the Master Gardener Volunteer.  The volunteer will provide reliable and accurate information to the public from requests received via telephone, office visits or letter inquiries and by use of displays, classes and workshops in matters related to home gardening.

At the discretion of each Master Gardener Volunteer coordinator, 20 of the required 40 volunteer hours will be spent working on MSUE-directed projects and activities related to horticulture.

For the remaining 20 hours, participants are encouraged to volunteer their time in a way that is especially meaningful to them.  Approval by the county Master Gardener Volunteer coordinator must be obtained before engaging in any volunteer activity.  Through volunteering, trainees enrich their knowledge of horticulture, help others through education and launch exciting ideas.

Documentation:  It is the responsibility of the Master Gardener Volunteer trainee to document his/her time and report that time in writing to the county Master Gardener coordinator for tabulation.

Time Limits:  An individual has one year form the end of the Master Gardener Volunteer training course to complete the required 40 volunteer hours.
