MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER PROGRAM MISSION
Biological environments are essential to life.  Michigan State University is a primary provider of plant research and education, dedicated to the preservation and enrichment of life.  The Master Gardener Volunteer Program, available to all citizens of Michigan, is designed to develop a cadre of Michigan State University Extension (MSUE) volunteers trained in horticulture.  Their knowledge and skills related to basic plant science and home gardening enables these volunteers to improve the quality of life in their communities. This is accomplished by increasing people's appreciation for and use of plants and by providing them with instruction on growing plants using environmentally sound practices. 
The last sentence directs how the mission is to be accomplished.  (…by providing them with instruction…)

Some of the previous projects worked on by MGV’s did not include educating others and that was ok then.  The State Office has since asked us to “approve” only volunteer hours with the education component.  Here, in Otsego County, we are trying to incorporate education of others into our approved volunteer hours and slowly replace current projects that do not, or make changes to them as needed to include education of some sort.  The educational component is part of what differentiates us from garden clubs. 

